REMOVABLE LABEL
Cat. No. 4550L
FPataat Ne. 1390109



B S tmh!.. NSE RECORD commaciaL vv

FIRST C. 0. ¢

Dlh llnt liceased MM ¢ Call letters . WIGS
W p_l i (Sta. Iao. brlnm:m. Ill!no!l)
3 HDEA
. SPRINGFIELD PARTNERSHIP (PARTNERSHIP CERTAIN LDERS OF
Name of Tlcensee .- X PIAINS. TEIEVISION mmnwmy TE oo R TION (AL gr.

- B T o o]

‘

3.8 mi. W, of Mechanicsburg, I1l. (BPCT-4487 7-12-72)
X 3,5 miles west of Hechaniclburg,nr. Mechanicsourg,Ill.(BPCT-2268 %M-S?LIC.LR—E?

X 3000 South 4th St.rut. Springfield, Illinois (BMPCT 8-19-53
Transmitter locatlonX=Near U.S. Highway 66, 1 aile S.5. of S.erlnaf_i.slép

LS F T T "‘.— LE S T I

“"'ﬂ“-*—-—m“

g -

2680 East Cook Street, Springfield, I11inois(LTR.rec.11-27-64 EFF: 12-5-64)

X 523 East Capital Avenue, Springfield, Illinois (%’IPCT -1237, 8=19-53)
Main stodio location X<o be determined, Sprinaﬂuld Ill:lnnil

- — - e -"--I-ii--"-lr.—l'-l—iq----i-ilr—'q"l--#--l--‘ .......................
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CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

Appl. Date Time |  Period
No. Issued Freq. Power Div. From- To-
BPCT- | 2-25-53 |Ch, #20}V-18,2 U 4 5=53
| 1101 506=512|  kw 10-25=53
Mes |A-10,2
kew

tion permit for a|new Compercial TY B/C station

4=25-53
2=25=5k
A mp )

.EPCT-'.I. ’) 2-1.-5!. 3AMe sane aame
iod. CP(EPCT-11001, as mofl) to extend compjl. date 8-24=54
onverplon of ohstructioh aarking spgcifipations
9=54 EXT STA Opr. Comm [basis agdcordance CP BMPCT-1820

nding pompletior] of perflormance (measuremsnts for license

ppplicathon._ Perfod Endidg 8-24=14 _ _ _

PCT-2390 B=5=54'| same same same
4od .CP{HPCT-1101,88 2-24=52

ire R-9-54 ENT STA Opr. Comm basis ac nrd Cr RICT=-

2350_sehding filiing of L ciappl.'eg.gng._- 7 Fea . -
PCT-2836 pending] filing bf Lic, ppl Per{End. 8-24-35, _

MPCT-28B6 2-7=55 sams same sane (Logg n) 4=25=53
.QPL -1101 a8 soﬂ) n_extend gompletipn dateS8-24-35_

WCT=-296] 2-13- same qarﬂ

icense fo _cover COP(LPC
ITC=2150 L=9=5 o _nz.r, c~1'5 tion of egutive control
of permittee corppration Yy each,franscontinental Pro-
perties Jinc .4l & Balabdn Corpofation,thgough sale of

: . EFF: 5-11=50

stock td LhE ernjtltee_ Oy BS A\ C Ol a o SEFE O=ll=)
' T=1li=57

CT=22068 P 4..1.-5'7 SH w20 7

AH 7501 06-512 )6 11=13=57
CP to_cllg, &iP,SlLptype gf*
ANPCT-48%3 10-2-5 samne

H: 950° < :

tod .CP(BFCT-2268Jto ch nspitters,equip,

fogas? 'ﬁfam-—mﬁ F g » %
YT axtund'cnu Jet

A W53, CP (DFCI-2262,a8 )t -




Wora B0 126
June 1954 GARD # 2
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BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD

Date first licensed ' e Call letters ..EEE......__.-_.___________

Station location _SPringfield, Illineds

— - Ll S I . T

PLAINS TEIEVISION CORPCRATION

e W o S S R e e e el e e . — —

Name of {iceasee

Transmitter location SEE CARD #1

..l. .t“lﬂ lMtlﬂ mcm 1 e ————————— L ———————————————————— e ===




CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

Appl. Date Time Period

No. [ssued Freq. Power | Div. From-- To--
AMPCT=5124 6=26=58 | same same same , | 7-15-58
iod. CP(BECT-2268, hs mod) po ext, pompletion 10-1-58 _ _

0 OBJECTION OPERATION WIGS WITHOUT
AUR. TRANSM. ACCORD. SEQTION 3.690 &

O b L L ] S Y
| 9-5-58 | same |same same 7=15-58
xd,CP (BPPT-2268,a8 mod)to jlextend gompletior] dt. 11-1-58
HE 9-25-58 H. GR.|OPR. WICS ON FROGRAM TEST ACCRI
ISECTION3.929 RULES & CP EMPPT-51884 ADVISES/BEGAN 9-30-58 _
BMPCT-5148 9-25-58 CH #20 |V-309 k U 7-15-58
1940 506=512 |A=155 Kk 11-1-58
xd .CP(BP§T=2268,a8| mod)to ¢hg. ERF,type of snt.AH,equip._
RCT-159 [11-5-58 [same. |[same | same 12-1-58
- == =|= = = = - RENSWAL OF LICENSE_ _ _ | _ _12-]-81_ _
WIRE 2-18-59 PENDING REPLACEMENT ,NO OBJECTION OPERATE
WICS TEMF.FOR PERIPD NOT IN EXCESS|OF 60 DAYS WITHOUT
ONITOR _ACCORD.SECTION 3}690(B)_OH RULES,ADVISE
BLCT-865| 1-84~59 | CH #20 V=309kw U [1-14-59 12-1-6
AH: 940" 506-512 A-155 loy MSL11590

“ACTION O RENEWAL| DEFERRED 11-29-

WE
MONITORS
3.691 RUll
MPCT-51

7-31-58
R VIS,
« PER.

BRCT~-159 | L-5-62 same same same L=5-62
—w—d___ _ | RENEWAL OF LICENSE _ _| _ _12-1-64

BTC-3993 | 4=12-62 | Voluntaly ac ition of |[negative con-

trol by dach, Herbprt Scheftel (50%) and Alfred G.Burger
50%) of [transcortfinental Properties,Inc.(50% stockholder

r
licendee corparhtion) through sale of 3045 shares of

ock by |Paul F. Warburg tp Transdontinental Froperties,inc
EFFECTIVH: L-23-62 et
BTrC-4225| 3-11-63 |Involuntjary tragsfer of nggative con-
trol of Transcontijnental Hropertigs,Inc. (50£ stockholder
of licengee corporjation) firom Alfped G. Surger to Herbert

— . G

BMLCT-145 5-19-64 [CH.20 [V-309 Kk T d 5-19-64

AH: 9407'| MSL:1590%506-512 55 12-1-64
Mod. of Licemse tq Decrea AURAL | ERP,

e —




Form BO 126 i' - COMM.TV
June 1954
BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD

Dato first licensed .o, Call letters ____‘."_f_f_.’._____...

Name of licensee FLAINS TELEVISION CORPORATION

- SRR PR s Bl S sESs S rsRsas B La & L - . - s s TS B SsERES SRS PSR PSSP Sss SE RS BRENS s S0 S 58 28 SRS 5 B EE S 5SS ES S e e B s = - .
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CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

Date : Time " Period
Issued Freq. Power Div. From- To

T e T e 1 | e e
| ——— — e e

7-15-6%5 |CH, %20 | V=309 v T«15-65
AH:940" MILt1590' P06-512 l. ""5 lﬂl 12-1-6&7
RENSAAL OF LICENSE | _ wmym B ey studia loca.
BRCT=159 | 11-24=67 | same um 12-1-67
LENEWAL OF wE NS 12-1-70
BPCT-4167 3-’-6! Ci.20 «-142 k 5-28-69
«14.2 11-28-69

-~

O W —

1=-22-T1
AH: 1430'MSL: 2049 506-512
Lic. (Bry 4167 as mpod,) c L 3
DEA 1SS EFFECTIVE '12-1 -——— -

Ch. 20 Y.

_____ 3l-72 Vol. T
Hira 11-30-72 |[Re tendered licJ appl.,
44,73.629 § BFCT-4487. Ry
p = e pend Pesolutidn of Ba
ice oftyans.tower

using nd inter.|to othex auth,
.mnt.rﬂli of trags. ‘




Form BO 126
June 1954 :
BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD

Date first llcensed .o Call letters .. ¥.1CS ___ 3
Statlon location SPRINGFIELD, TLLINOL

e teer RNt I on I G A T | T e

hl- 't“l° l”t'on __§.@-.g-m.-ﬁ--.-'-n--------——-—---------—------—--—-—--..-.._........................,....-_---

R ]




CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

o

Remote gontrol puthority

12-1=76 ,*

o — e — ---------—-_------------—-—----—----—----—- — O — -

BIC-T754 _5-20-75. INWOL TC_OF NEG. CONTROL _ _ _ _ _ R
11-30-74 Renewdl of lifense (S) | 12-1-79

--------------------------

11-30-79| RENEWAL OF LICENSE (S) | 12-1-82

BALCT-790531KG 4-7-8p Vol.




mpﬁn A-170 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING G861 TV B/0

FORMERL Call
1 S e TR e b B s e bt an s T odhvh At
(ore-Uud ' i) A

Room 642, 190 North State Street, Chicago, Illinois.

| tio
File No. Dated Application for s Nature | Date
BPCT=1101| 7=30=52 |Construction permit for Comm. TV B/C station | GRANTED:s| 2-2553
Rec'd y 7=30=52 |FREQ: Ch, #20, 506=512 mcs. ERP | Vis, 18.2 kv
Filed "-30=52 |ERPs Vis., 18 kw., Aur. 10 kv, Aur. 10,2
Hours of operations Unlimited 340"°

=Lt To be determined, Springfield, Illinois.
£ T=Ls 1 mi. SE of Springfield, near U.S., Hy 66
nr. Springfield, Illineois.
(Vis. & Aur, DuMont 13000) (335')
Filed by lMcKenna % Wilkinson, Atty.

F.C.C. - WABHMINGTON, D. C.






= —

e w

CARD #2

. Form A-170 APPLICATION RECORD - nommnf‘c
- ForMmeRrLY FCC Form 94 Call
Letters .. H.1.L. 5.
TELBVESION, GORBORMTEON. ...
File Ro. Dated Application for | Rature Date
BMECT=1277] 7-11-53 |Bod. of comstruction permit (BPCT-1101, which| GRANTED 8=-19-53
Rec'd 7-15-53 - | authorised a new commercial TV B/C station)
Filed 7-15-53 | to shange studio location from "to be deter-

mined® in Springfield, T1l. to 523 E. Capitc
Ave,, Soringfield, I1l., change T site from
Nr. U.S. Huy- %’. lmi. S.E, of Sm'iﬂgfi.ld,
I11. to 3000 S. 4th St-' Snringﬁo:l.d, I11.
ﬁhﬂ“ ERP from Vis. 18-2“. Aur.10.2kw to
Vis. 17.4kw, Aur. 9.3kw, chang- fake trans-
mitters and type antemna. (430')

Vis. & Aur, RCA TTU-1B)
Filed Vernon L. Wilkinson, atty.
Amnsnded 8-5-53 snded to correct the co-ordinates of the
Recd & filed 8-6-53 bove tranamitter site.

Filed by Vernon L. Wilkineon, Atty.

=

POT-1820 1-28-54 | Mod. of CP(EPCT=1101, as mod., which amthor-|GRANTED
Recd. 2-1-54 1ged a nev Comm. TV B/C Station) to extend
Hled 2-1-54 completion date from 3-26-54 to 6-24-04,

Tiled by Verngn L. ViAKMsans Atty.



Form A-170 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING 4
FoRMeEnLY FCC Form 94 Call "
Letters Y108

PLATMS TELEVISION COMPORATION & ..o

m T T T .. e e e e L L e R L

TS eld, Nlinois ' SR g o

File No. Dated Application for Nature | Date

B CT-2350 7-9-84 | Mod, of CP(BPCT-1101, as mod.,, which suthor- _
od. &Filed| 7-23-54 | 1zed & newv Comm, TV B/C Sta.) to extend com-| GRANTED | B-5-54
pletion date from B8-24-54 to 2-24-50.

Mod, of CP(EPOT-1101, as mod,, waich anth
1zed a mov Comm, TV B/C Sta.) to extend com=
pletion date from 2-24-565 to 8-24-55,

Filed by Vermon L, Wilkinson, Atty,

License to cover CP(EPOT-1101, as mod,)which
suthoriged a new Comm, TV B/C Station,
Filed by L.P.B, Emerson, Atéy,
4-15-50 |Amended t0 correct geogrsphical coordimmtes
i Rscd . AFiled| 4~25-585 and antenna height adove aversge torrain,
Filed Ww L.P.B.Emerson, Atly,




| FoRm BC-121 ~ APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
FoRMERLY FoRM A-170 ’ Call

Lotters N ICS

Name FLAINS TELEVISION CORPORATION . . . .. . .. ...
e ( Springfield, Illinoig) 2

dC ggg
File No. Dated Application for Nature / Date
‘ﬂG—ZlSD 1-20-56 | Voluntary acquisition of negative control of | GRINTED | L=9=5£
BCD & FIIED| 1-27-56 permittee corporation by each, Transcontinen Y} 5-11-56

Properties, Inc. & H., & E Balaban Corporati
through sale of stock to the permittee by
WC B S, Incorporated.

OP %o make changes in facilities of existing
Comnmercial IV broadcast station to change
IRP from Vie. 17.4 h. Aur, 9.33 kv %0 Vis.
811 kw, Aur. 367 kv, change transmitter
location from 3000 South 4th Street, Spring-
f£4014, I11 to 8. V. Corner of Sec. 3, Nech-
anicadurg, Twp., 3.5 miles Vest of Nechani

burg, Ill., change typs of tranmmitters and
antenna and make other equipment changes.

(Vis & Aur. ROA-TTU-.28D) (949.1)
lod bty Bdward R. MoKenna, Atty.

F.C.C. - WABNINGTON. D. C




g By T T L - P : =B 5 b B~
i i - "
ouu‘c! 121

Aug. 1955

Name

File Ro. Dated

BMPCT-4853 | 8-19-57
Recd & Plled| 9-5-57

MPCT-5037 | 2-17-58
ed..:.f iled | 3-3-58
t. f 1

BNPCT-5173 | 8-25-58
Recd.&filed | 8-28-58

" APPLICATION RECORD - SROADCASTING OOt TV
Call
Letters ¥ I1CS

FIAINS TELEVISION CORPORATION . ... e
Springfield, Illinois

Agelicltion for o Ve

Mod. of CP (BPCT-2268 which auth, changes in |GHANTED | 10-2-57

sxisting station) to change ERP from Vis. 724
., Aur, 363 v, to Vis, 406 kw,, Aur, 182,5

and other equipment changes,
Edvard R. McKenna, Atty.

Mod. of CP (BPCT-2268, as mod., which auth.
chgs. in existing station) to extend completi
date from 4-1-58 to 7-15-58.

as modified,which suthorised changes in exist
ing station) to extend completion date from
July 15, 1958 10 October 1, 1958,

Jongia_A. NMcEepns, Jr.s Btiy. - - = = = = - -

lod. of CP (LPCT—&E:B which authorized
harges in existing uﬂat o e im comple-
tion date from lO-l—SB‘to -1=58

Filed by J.A, HcﬁtnntlJr.At.tf

r.c.c wa




= -l-f' A

L Foka RC-121 m IG APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING COMM TV 00
Aue. 1985 Call
PLAINS TRIEVISION CORPGRATION Letters X 105

A Al i

-L—-——-—

Application for Nature Date

—

BRCT-159 | 8-28-58 |Reneval of License, GRANTED | 11-5-
Reod & Filed| 9-2-58 Filed by Edvard R, McEerna, Attorney Py

Mod. of CP (BPOT-2268, as mod., which aguth

chgs. in existi ng station) to change ®RP GRANTED | 9-25-58
from Vis. 406 kv, Aur. 204 kv to Vis. 309 kv

Aur, 139 kv, change type of antenna and

other equipment and anternna height adbove
average terrain to 943.8 Int

F.LC - WARHINGTON. D. G



ﬁui ‘i‘c'-m' dm l'} APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING 00NN TV B/0
Aue. 1955 | Call
Letters . .48 ...

or

FAs'e ', X

File No. Dated
BICTBES
Recd & Mled | 9-22-58

Application f

1 AN S "o

hich mthud changes in existing station
Contingent on gr of BMFUT-5188,
Piled by James A. McKenna, Jr., Atty.

BRCT-159 8-31-61 RENEWAL OF LICENSE
Recd . &Filed |9-5-61 Robert W. Coll,Atty.

—_— . - - . - - - o . . - . . - . - . - . - e - - - - - o e e e e e e s e

BTC-3993 2-12-62 Voluntary acquisition of negative control
R& F 2-26-62 |by each, Herbert Scheftel (50%) and Alfred
0. Burger (50%) of TI'ranscontinental Propertie
Inc, (50% stockholder of licensee corporation
through sale of 30,5 shares of stock by
Paul F, Warburg to Transcontinental
Properties, Inc,
Robert W. Coll N Att’l




-

'%olm BC-121 \A!H.ICM'ION RECORD - BROADCASTING COMM. TV B/C

Ave. 1955 Call
T e TR

62703
field,I11/Let.1-24-66

GBS RSB AEFEBII SR IS FP S A SR sd FSsR ER AR s e w
L] i

..........(....6:...& 0 mt Cook Street, Spri

.

Application for

m-hqm‘dmt};,or;;vl of
Transcontinental .
Mdnomwr;onum)fru
Alfred 0. Burger to Herbert Scheftel,
Cecile E, Burger and Abraham L. Bienstock,
Executors of the Estate of Alfred G, Burger,

Deceased.

-___---_---——---—--- - O - S

File No.

BICA225
Rec.&Filed

—Rg from 155 ke to 55.7 kw,
{cKenna & Wilkinson- (Robert Coll. Aeey)
RENEWAL OF LICENSE

cKenna & Wilkinson, Agty.

such action
taken under

/5971 or any proceeding which may be institut



L& — - e —— -

; _ > '. Powager o " oo . ~ ' - ."
Foau BC-121 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING g

Auve. 19%8%
Letters W1 CS

. 8"

PLAINS TELEVISION CORPORATION S LT R
SWIRSFTRD, RIS

IJ'

Application for Nature Date

RENEWAL OF LICENSE
John L. Tiernay,Atty.(Mckenna & Wilkinson) |WHANIED | 11-24-67

CP to chg. ERP to Vis, 142 kv (Horz), Aur, |CRANTED | 3-28-69
14,2 kv (Horz); type trans, RCA TTU-12B; JONI : that such

type antenna RCA TFU-42J Special; antenna D be taken
struc,; and antenna height above average Jocki.No, 15971 or
terrain to 1430 feet, TC which may

McKenna & Wilkinson, Atty, ed theresundsr
David L, Steel, Sr,, Engr,
M (BPCT-6167) to chg. ERR to Vis. 684 kw (Hc

Bur. 68.4 kv (Horz); and type of transmitterd GRANTED | 8-8-69

| to RCA TTU-60A. | e,
JUL 15 1969 | yonn L. Tierney,Atty. (McKenms & Wilkinson) S ' 12-15-70




' ;
. l"

APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Call
Letters Y 1 CS

RLAINS TELEVIBION CORRORATION oo
SPRINGFIELD, 1LLIONOIS
Aotiop

File Ro. Dated Application for Kature

Date

PCr-7107 11-4-69 (BPCT-4167,88 mod.)to extend completion
R&F 11-7-69 te to MAY 28, 1970. GRANTED | 11-14-69
" - .
$30 #555375 nov 14 1sep [FOT™E0 P. Leventhal , Atty. (McKenna & Wilkinsog)

o« [r——— --_------—---------—
-

PCT-7188 ﬁ-;l-'lﬁ MP (BPCT-4167,as mod.)to extend completion @GRANTED 5-4~70
R&F 4-27-70 |date to 11-14-70.

$30 #596353 " John L. Tierney,Atty.(McKenna & Wilkinson)

RENEWAL OF LICENSE
Carl R. Ramey (McKenna & Wilkinson)

10-10-70 |Liec. to cover (BPCT-4167 as mod.) for chgs.
10-13-70

11-3-70 |Atty.: J. L. Tiemney (McEsmma & Wilkinson)
19-13-70,




fll

Feem BC- 121 ICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING
. i Call WVICS

LT R T et BT e :

IR DL T e S —
Gl 20 SPRINGFTELD, TLLINOTS |

Application for

12-22-71 CP to Oh‘. m to Vi.l &‘h(ﬂ)' .lul". &-M)pm Al
12-28-71 | and type trans. to RCA TTU-60B1.
12-28-71 | Atty.: Carl R, Ramey (McKenna, Wilkinson
& Kittner)
JAN 14 1972 Amended 6-20-72 re engr. data.

Voluntary transfer of negative control of

corporation from Transcontinental Properties,

Inc. to émiile Burger and Herbert Scheftel,

Voting Trustees.

Atty.: Thomas N. Frohock (McKenna, Wilkinson
& Kittnerd

to cover (BPCT-4487) for changes.
Carl R. Ramey (McEenna, Wilkinson and Kttne

rF.oaQd - ASwESTOM B O



- ' COMMERCTAL 1V
Pom BO-2L #12 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Call
Letters ...'.’....I_g_f...._
M m ml mm!‘llﬂﬂ“““ﬂﬂﬂll“litiliﬂll"ll-. FASAASSSEES ST B
CH-20  SPRYNUFYELD, TLLIRUYS™
Aotion
Nature Date

GRANTED [)4~17-73

o

| CRAA Ty

3-9-73 |Request authority to operate trans. remote
3-15-73 | control from 2680 East Cook Street, Springfie

3-15-73 |I1linois.
Atty? Carl R. Ramey (McKenna, Wilkinson

FNEWA ] MiH A MY

BRCT-159 | 8-2-73 ATTY: Carl R, Ramey (McKenna, Wilkinson & Kitpner)

B&F 9-4-73 % e
PN REC'D. | 9-4-73 snded 11-1-73 re legal RANTED 4711-14-74

Amended 12-21-73 re equal employment

Involuntary transfer of nega censee
corporation from Cecile Burger and Herbert ScReftel, |SFANTED 5-20-75
Voting Trustees to Herbert Scheftel and Andre EFF: 6-2-75

Burger, Voting Trustees.

F.GQ - WARERSTON. 0. O



COMMERCTIAL TV

APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

Call o
Letters ........_!_.{..E..‘.“......__...“

Contours filed, Annual report filed.
AMENDED 10-6-76 re additional response

Voluntary transfer of control of Plains
Television Corporation from H&E Balaban
Corporation and Herbert Scheftel and Andrew
(Form 316§ Burger as Voting Trustees (negative control

to Elmer Balaban, Harry Balaban and Ida
Balaban Scully as Voting Trustees.

Atty. Thomas Frohock (McKenna, Wilkinson ¢
Kittner)




— =

Form BC-121 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

May 1976 Call
WICS
Y Ot e rr '
SHIIBFIELIFYMSHIP(PARTHHSHIP CONSISTING OF CERTAIN STOCK OF PLAINS TELEVISION
XPLAINS TELEVISION CORPORATION /CORPORATION.

Action
_Nature Date
Voluntary assignment of lic, to CRANTED | 4-7-80
2 PARTNERSHIP( PARTNERSHIP EFF: S5« 29-80

Voluntary assigmment of lic. to EFF: b=-2-80
WICS. ACQUISITION CORPORATION

CI.I'I Rl lmy. Attyl




PETITION TO DENY 7-18-79 by Borton L. Berfield for Bindmill w»<’ Compan

NOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TINE 7-31-79 byCarl R. Ramey for Plains Television
Corp. and WICS Acquisition Corp.




About the History Cards ...

History Cards were first used by the Department of Commerce to keep track of applications filed by,
and changes to, the earliest AM broadcast radio stations in the early 1920s. The records were
subsequently transferred to the Federal Radio Commission in 1927, and after that to the Federal
Communications Commission when that agency was created in 1934. These cards gradually grew
into a large card file.

TV History Cards were initiated in the early 1940s, with the authorization of the earliest TV stations.
History Cards remained in use until the creation of the first computerized database in 1980 to track
broadcast applications, the Broadcast Application Processing System (BAPS). However, the
Commission did not transfer the data from the History Cards to the new system. Instead, it
retained the History Cards in their original form for reference.

In 1999, the Commission moved to a new location (445 12t Street SW), and also at that time
created the successor database to BAPS, the Consolidated DataBase System (CDBS). Prior to that
move, the History Cards were transferred to microfiche by a contractor (only a few sets of
microfiche exist), and the original paper cards were destroyed. The History Cards were stored on
the microfiche as negative images, like those you see above.

History Cards contain very brief entries and notes about station facilities, applications, and
ownership. They are not, and never were intended to be, a comprehensive record of a station’s
operations. Nevertheless, they can be useful to help determine, for example, when a station first
went on the air and its call letters at that time. History Card comments were generally typed onto
the cards, and thus some records will show more faintly or with more smudging than others,
depending on the quality of typewriter and ribbon then used. Occasional handwritten comments,
corrections, and strikeouts may also be found. Cards may be incomplete, missing, or occasionally
out of sequence.

The History Cards are presented here as they were copied to microfiche, to preserve this record for
public use, and with the hope that they will be of value to future researchers of television station
history.




